
Book Reviews

THE LIFE AND  TIMES  OF SIR  THOMAS MALORY.  P.J.C. Field. 1993.

D.S.  Brewer, Cambridge. £29.50. ISBN 0-85991  385  6

There can be no Malorian specialist worldwide better qualified to  attempt  a

.  reconstruction of Sir Thomas  Malory’s life  than P.J.C. Field. Since his book-length

study of Malory’s prose style, published in  1971, and still one of the  most  valuable

examinations  of the  text  of the so-called  Morte Darthur. he has  produced  a  stream
of  articles  on the author, his  life  and writing, until now culminating in 1990 in his

extensive  revision of Eugene Vinaver’s standard three-volume Oxford edition of

the  Works.  Although  Professor  Field is the first to admit  that  his biographical

enterprise ‘is notoriously like making bricks without  straw’ (p. 1), he nevertheless

weaves his way through  the surviving documentary sources —  themselves  often

obscure, and  sometimes  intractable — with an elegance, meticulousness and

scrupulousness  that  leaves this reader, at  least, with the conviction  that  the only

possible  author bf the  first  English Arthuriad. was Sir  Thomas  Malory of Newbold

Revel in Warwickshire.

The book  opens  with two chapters containing a  detailed discussion of the

possible candidates for authorship and if, on occasions, the  author’s  impatience

with the carelessness and inaccuracies of previous scholars  surfaces  (in  particular

in  relation  to William  Matthews’ book The  Ill-Framed Knight, which contests  that

Malory was from the Yorkshire branch of the family, see  pp.  22 ff. and Appendix

II), this  is more  than  forgiveable given the enormity of the  task  he  faced  in re-

assessing evidence and its previously widely-accepted interpretation.  Sifting
through all of  this, aside from the vital new archival work, monumentally complex
in itself, must have required patience and dedication of  a  king that  few could aspire

to. Furthermore, he is modest in his own  claims, and remains gracious in giving

credit where credit is due. Field, in contrast to  many other writers on the subject,

judiciously weighs every piece of evidence and considers all potential

interpretations. In  this respect, his  book  provides  a  model for  anyone  who does  ‘not
mind living dangerously’ (p. l), and is prepared.to brave the  attempt  at recovering

-  not only verifiable historical details concerning individuals, but also some insight,

however small, into personality and  motive.  And, whilst acknowledging that
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‘imaginative discrepancies’ are likely to  exist  between an author and his work (p.

172), he rightly emphasises that  the primary evidence about Malory’s  life, from
which all other conclusions must proceed, comes from the  Morte, and in addition

to citing Malory’s  own prayers for release from imprisonment from the  text, select

quotations and changes to source material are used to illuminate aspects of the

writer’s life.  These  ranges from the anguished account of Sir Tristram’s sickness

and near-suicidal impulses whilst imprisoned, to the  bias, original to Malory,

towards crusading ideals and the conversion of the Saracen Sir Palomindes, which

may have  been  prompted by knowledge of the career of Sir  Thomas  of Newbold

Revel’s uncle, Sir Robert Malory, Prior to the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem in

England  (1432-39/40).

Despite Professor Field’s methodical probing, some aspects of Malory’s life
remain resistant to analysis and understanding. Why, for example, should ‘a poor

knight’ (the  quotation  is from Christine  Carpenter) have held such importance in
the 1450s to the  magnates  involved in the struggle for power, an importance which

was  ‘quite  out of proportion to the social  status  suggested  by the surviving

evidence of his property, income, and  family connections’ (p. 128), and which was
such to have caused repeated imprisonment under heavy penalties for his gaolers,
and legal improprieties  such  as the lack of a formal trial? Was it indeed his  ability

to raise a significant number of armed men at short notice, as his brief  spate  of
felonious activities in the early 14503 might suggest? Was he, in  fact, the MP for

Bedwin, Wiltshire in  1449, and for Wareham in Dorset in 1450? And was his
alleged attempt  on the life of Buckingham  ‘caused  by a  private  motive, whether

“personal” or “political’” (p.  103)?  Judgement on these matters is reserved, but the
detailed reasoning underlying Field’s  explanation of Malory’s final period of

confinement, probably from 1468 until shortly before his  death, which is based on
careful  scrutiny of the evidence for his being party to the Lancastrian Cornelius

plot, is persuasive (pp.  139-43, 145). (See  also, on this latter, The  Politics  of
F  fifteenth-Century England: John Vale  ’s  Book, ed. by Margaret  Lucille  Kekewich,

Colin Richmond, Anne F.  Sutton, Livia  Visser-Fuchs  and John L. Watts, Stroud:
Alan  Sutton  for the Richard III and Yorkist HIstory Trust, 1995, pp. 73-123.)

Equally convincing is the psychologically-based argument  that  in one of the rare
references to contemporary politics in the  Morte, that  beginning ‘Lo ye all

Englysshemen, se ye nat what a myscheff here  was?’, is a  reflection  of ‘a national
guilt’ towards the desertion of Henry VI in which Malory shared  (pp. 145-46).
(This suggestion would have a particular force if, as Colin Richmond has
postulated, Malory and the Lancastrian king were prisoners in the Tower at the

same time: see his  valuable  essay ‘Thomas  Malory and the  Pastons', in  Readings  in

Medieval English Romance,  ed. by Carol M. Meale, Cambridge: Brewer, 1994, pp.
195-208.)
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It was during this  last period of imprisonment  that  Malory wrote his book, and
the question of how he managed to do so remains, perhaps, the most urgent one for

the literary historian. As has long been accepted, it was composed ‘with a splendid
library of Arthurian  sources’ to hand (p.  131, and cf. p..147) (to which it may be
added that echoes of  other,  non-Arthurian, and  perhaps less expensive books  in
English could  have  been recalled from memory). Does this  fact  imply patronage?
Professor Field raises again the  possibility of the involvement of Anthony

Wydville, second Earl Rivers (pp. 4, 144) in some capacity, possibly as iniator of
the  text’s  subsequent transference into print and, perhaps less plausibly, as being

active in encouraging Malory in his act of composition.  This  is an issue which

requires  a  great deal of further research, whilst the characterisation of the unique
surviving codex, London, British Library MS Additional 59678, as  that  of ‘a
presentation  copy’ (p. 3), is  more  contentious. But it is one of the  book’s  strengths

that  questions  such  as  this  are raised  —  another instance is the nature of the

relationship between Malory and a highly-placed member of the Cornelius
conspiracy, John, lord Wenlock (p.  143) —  without anticipation of particular

conclusions. It is to be hoped that scholars in the future will rise to the challenges
posed.

One point which  some  readers may wish to disagree with is the assertion of the

‘un-ideological' nature of fifteenth-century politics (see, e.g. p.  48).  Granted, the
strife  between Lancaster and York was one which did not dispute prevailing social
orthodoxies  and structures of power, but to term it un-ideological is to  suggest  an
over-riding social  confirmity and  lack  of dissent within England which is hardly
home  out by contemporary, and more  immediately popular, forms of literature  —

for instance the  plays  of the Towneley cycle; or recorded  events  of popular
rebellion, from  that  between the citizens of Norwich and the  local  ecclesiastical
and aristocratic powers in  1443,  or  that  of Jack Cade in 1450. Whatever else he
may or may not  have  believed in, and though he was  likely ‘not  a consistently

political animal’ like  Wenlock (p.  144), Malory was surely no revolutionary. He
subscribed to the chivalric  ethos  which, however defined, and whether  expressed
through literature or  through  the political activities of government, was elitist and

hierarchical. And this is  a bias  which is implicit both in his  choice, as well as

treatment, of his subject-matter; and in his, and his  family’s, pride in their lineage
and arms: see, for instance, for the former, Malory's distinction between
gentlemen, yeomen and villeins, quoted  by Field on p.  162-63, and cf. p. 51; and
for the latter, chapters  III and IX, pp.  36-53, 162-69.

Points  such as these are, not altogether paradoxically, indicators of the
thought-provoking, as well as informative nature of The  Life  and  Times  of Sir

Thomas  Malory.  The structure of the argument and its presentation are clear, and
much new material. is brought to light, notably in the extremely useful  set of four
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appendices with which the  book  concludes. A striking example  is the discussion of

the identity of the Lieutenant of the Tower  during the  1460s:  if the man who held

this  office  was Malory’s son, Robert, as argued in Appendix IV, this  offers further

contextualisation of  Malory’s  entanglements with the law.  Throughout, there  is  a
great  deal  of sophisticated unravelling of the affinities, ties, and ambitions which

so  complicated  the  political  manouevreings and power-games of this especially

troubled period of the  fifteenth  century. As such, the  book  will be of value to

historians in addition to  those whose  primary concern  is with the  Morte  as a

literary work. Indeed, the reciprocal relationship between life and literature,

signalled on  page 127, does much  to  place  the  emphasis  on  good  lordship within

the  Morte  in  perspective; if  aspects  of Malory’s career are clarified by an

understanding of his own search for protection, or  pauonage, as is  suggested, it is

hardly surprising that the  concept  is one which  informs  his writing so  thoroughly.

.  Overall, this is  a  volume which contains immense scholarship, always careful

in its discriminating, and sometimes tentative, conclusions. It  both  demands and

deserves  a  similarly scholarly readership and response, and is  bound  to remain, for

the forseeable  future, the standard account of Malory’s life (although teachers who

wish their  students  to  have  more immediate access to Professor  Field’s learning
may recommend as a preliminary his summary ‘Malory Life-Records’, in  A

Companion  to  Malory, ed. by Elizabeth  Archibald and  A.S.G.  Edwards,

Cambridge: Brewer, 1996, pp. 115-30). All readers of Malory, academic and non-

academic alike, will remain for years to come indebted to Professor  Field  for his

achievement in contributing to the  fleshing-out  of  this  most enigmatic, yet  vital,

figues of the late Middle Ages. We can only hope  that  he will continue  with  his

researches.

CAROL M. MEALE

LONDON BRIDGE: SELECTED ACCOUNTS  AND  RENTALS, 1381-1538.

Edited by Vanessa  Harding and Laura Wright.  London  Record  Society, Volume  31

(1995). £20 plus £3.50 p&p from Ms. Heather  Creaton, London Record  Society,

c/o  Institute  of  Historical  Research, Senate  House, Malet St. London WC1E 7HU

ISBN 90095-231-8

The records of the administration of London Bridge and its  estates  are an

invaluable source for the  history of medieval and early modern London. Housed at

the Corporation of London Record  Office  are  a  virtually unbroken series of

Bridgemasters’ accounts  for the  period  1381 to 1853, as well as title deeds, rentals,

540



weekly expense  registers and other records.  They have  been  mined successfully by

historians researching subjects  as diverse as medieval building works, the London

book  trade, cesspools  and  latrines  in medieval London and, most recently, the
Bridge  House  garden.

It is  their  value as financial records and  indicators  of economic change in late

medieval and early modern London, however, which the editors of this volume

have chosen to emphasize, hence  their  decision to publish nine records showing
income and expenditure over 157 years at roughly forty-year intervals.  These
selections provide Dr  Harding, author of most of the introduction, with  material
upon which to draw  some conclusions  about long-term change in the value of the

Bridge’s  rental properties and the price of wage labour. In conuast to the general
decline in income from rents in London in the latter half of the  fifteenth  century

(here  she  cites  the work of Derek Keene), net income from the Bridge  properties
(which accounted for over 75% of the Bridgc's income) rose significantly between
1404  and 1537.  This  rise she attributes to ‘judicious investment and maintenance’
as well as benefactions. On the question of wages, again bucking the overall  trend
of rising rates of pay, the weekly payment books and annual accounts indicate  that
those  of the Bridge’s workmen remained fairly constant  over the period.  What  did
change was the terms of their employment. Labour  became  more casual, as  a
permanent workforce paid by the week gradually gave way to day labour.  This

system of employment allowed greater  flexibility and presumably a more  efficient
working of the Bridge’s considerable maintenance and repair operations.

A  secondary theme  of this volume, though  one rather understated, is the value

of the records as sources for the study of the development of English as a written
language.  The  Latin  used in the writing of the accounts contains many English

borrowings, particularly in the Anglicized technical vocabulary of building
terminology, and the English in which they were written after 1480 retains some
Latin  words. Because the records  have  been translated into modern  English,  the

macaronic character of the language  cannot  be appreciated in  this  edition, but

original words of particular interest have  been placed  in brackets alongside the
translation to compensate for the loss.  A  glossary of the  English  technical

terminology employed in  these  records at the end of the volume is  also  helpful, but

Dr Wright's introduction to the potentially fascinating subject  of the language of
the records is regrettably brief.

The  pageanh'y of London is another  subject  touched on in the records selected
for  this  volume. As the entry point into  the city from the  south,  London Bridge was
a site of ceremonial importance, bearing the responsibility for receiving royalty and

other  dignitaries with due  pomp.  The weekly payment  book  for  1420-21 furnishes
many details of the extraordinary expenses incurred in decorating the Bridge and
staging festivities for the arrival in February 1421  of Henry V  and his bride

541



Catherine for the  latter’s  coronation. References to  -multa insignia, spectacula  et

opere  curiosa  and  ‘dyvers  pagian'tes and.  minstrelse’ on London Bridge  occur  in the

chronicles, but here in the records of  payments  made over  a  two-month  period —

for the making of  a  lion, the  carving and keeping of a giant and the  ‘hiring of

virgins’ — the  pageant  comes alive. The picture conjured up by these details  is

remarkably similar  to the description in the  Gesta Henrici Quinti  of the  pageant  put

on for Henry V’s  victorious  return from the battle of Agincourt, in which  a  lion,

giants and virgins also figured. One  item  of particular interest is the payment on 21

June for the making of an image of St Petronilla, a popular French  saint feasted  on

31 May, espressly ‘for the king’s  coming’ —  perhaps  an allusion to the  king’s  new

status as heir-apparent to the French throne.

The accounts edited in  this volume also  furnish an opportunity to examine in
detail  other aspects  of London Bridge  life — most  notably the daily services in the

chapel and the  arduous  and expensive business of keeping the fabric of the Bridge

in  a  good  state of repair. The continual building and maintenance work cam'ed out
on the Bridge is indeed the single  most striking feature  of the accounts. It is on  this

aspect  of Bridge  life that they are the  most  informative, and for  that  reason the
volume offers mgchof interest to historians of building and engineering works.

The introduction to the volume is sensibly organised and clearly written, and

the records are accurately transcribed and visually well-presented. The editors are

to be congratulated  particularly for rendering comprehensible the heavily amended

rental  of 1404. As  a  selection of records organised around two  themes, the volume
is  a  worthy addition to the London Record  Society series  of publications. But

perhaps  more importantly, it serves as  a signpost  to the rich store of accounts of the

Bridge House Estates — records which are particularly accessible to the late

medieval historian because the Corporation of London Record  Office also  holds

transcripts and  indexes  to  those for the  years 1381- 1422  and 1460-84. It' 15 to the

records  themselves  that the reader 1s ultimately directed.

MAUREEN JURKOWSKI

MEDIEVAL WOMEN. A SOCIAL HISTORY  OF  WOMEN  IN  ENGLAND
450-1500.  Henrietta Leyser. 1995. Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London  £25.00

ISBN 0-297-81604-7

At  a  time  when an increasing amount  of work is being published  on  women’s
history, it is particularly helpful  to  have  a  synthesis  which sets  medieval women’s
history in its social context, and makes the reader  aware  of the great  variety of
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'  available source material. The book is divided into  four parts,  and opens with  a
study of Anglo-Saxon  women, putting the  emphasis  on the earlier Anglo-Saxon

period, and basing the investigation on  historical,  literary and archaeological
evidence. Much of this material is subject to a wide range of interpretations. Part II

comprises  a  shorter section on the eleventh century, looking particularly at the

debate  on the significance for women of the Norman Conquest. It was widely held

until recently that women’s  power and rights were reduced after 1066, but
Henrietta Leyser  stresses the need to  look  at changes within the whole of society
and in  a  European  context;  women are found to  have made  gains as well as  losses.

Part  III discusses Family Roles in the high and later Middle  Ages,  and this
period is  also  covered in  Part  IV on  Culture  and  Spirituality;  with the amount of
evidence increasing, it is possible to discuss these centuries in muchgreater detail.
Lay women at all levels of society are depicted in the roles of wives, mothers,
workers and widows, and many women fulfilled all four roles in the course of their

lives. The  varied foxms  of religious life open to women are fully examined, and the
growing opportunities for lay women of religious participation are  brought  out.  By

the  fifteenth  century, a  woman  like Margery Kempe could  live a  ‘mixed life’ of
activity in the world and religious contemplation.  These  two sections of the book

make it clear that there was infinite variety in  women’s  lives, and, although life  for
many was  hard,  they had  positive  roles to play. The  book  concludes with  a
collection of translated  extracts  from  primary sources which add appreciably to the
discussion  in particular  chapters.

The book is illustrated and attractively produced. It is certainly a good  read,
and will be  valued  by students and general readers alike. It provides an up to  date
account of medieval women of all sorts and conditions, and will doubtless form the
basis for  further  investigations. .

JENNIFER C.  WARD

GROWING  UP IN  MEDIEVAL LONDON:  The  Experience  of  Childhood  in
History.  Barbara E. Hanawalt.  1993.  Oxford  University Press, New York and
London, £18.95; $27.50 ISBN 0-19-508405-5

Professor  Hanawa'lt’s  latest  blockbuster is  a valiant  attempt to  marry a  sgh'olarly

study of childhood 'and  adolescence  in the English metropolis, largely from  the
twelfth  to  fifteenth  centun'es, with the different demands  made  by a more pbpular
style to  reach  a larger  audience  who will  doubtless  find this  subject  congenial. It is

not in the Clarpndon  Press’s monograph imprint but in the  OUP’s  glossier and
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cheaper hardback format,  whose  dustjacket is peppered with charming
reproductions of  Bruegel’s  Kinderspiele  (it is a shame that the illustrations within
are less-than-enchanting modern reproductions). However, this is not simply an

exercise in marketing: the  author  begins with a story about the boy Richard II’s
entry into the capital, and intersperses  a  fluent synthesis of her and others’ research
findings with  vignettes about ‘real’ characters from the past to bn'ng the story to
life.  The  book’s  structure is predictable but functional, starting (after
historiographical and contextual introductions) with birth and  baptism,  moving

through childhood, training, puberty, apprenticeship and service, ending with a
chapter ‘on becoming sad and  wise’ as her subjects emerge into adulthood. This
tale  of transition is supplemented by valuable insights into the upbringing of

orphans, and  a  chapter  that  focuses exclusively on master/apprentice relations (and
in particular their  conflicts).  Refreshingly,  though hardly unexpected from this
author and of these post-modem times, the  book  distinguishes with admirably
clarity between the experiences of  young men and women so that, for instance, the
gender differences  both  within and between apprenticeship and service are brought

out nicely.

The  book’s  subtitle  suggests that  there is  a  scholarly,  historiographic purpose
to the  text  and this is  apparent from  the preface. Hanawalt  makes a  strong, if

slightly defensive, apology for her  partial  return to narrative and  also  stresses the
validity of her subject in the  face  of an historiographical tradition (led by the

writings of Ariés and Stone) that has denied the  existence  of  a  separate notion of
‘childhood' in the medieval period. This reductive thesis has been well and truly
scotched for the early modern period by writers such as  Linda Pollock  and Ralph
Houlbrooke, but while the author acknowledges the work of Shulamith Shahar, she

feels  that  the distinctive lives of lower order children and adolescents still need to
be drawn in  order  to show how parents nurtured their children regardless of

crippling rates  of infant and child mortality. Perhaps even more impressively, she

demonstrates how in  relation  to other European cities,  ‘London’s  approach was

particularly protective of orphans’ lives and fortunes London’s laws granted
medieval orphans more protection than our own courts give  today’s  [American?]

children’ (p.  89).  Her  scholarly claims  are backed up by impressive labour in the

archives, where sources including the mayor’s court (particularly good  for
apprentice/master disputes), coronors’ rolls (source for some of  Hanawalt’s
previous pioneering work on medieval childhood) and the  London  church courts
(for wills and spiritual disputes) are ably mined for  their  rich  detail  on Hanawalt's
subjects: what  remains of the Ariés/Stone thesis is shredded by her informative
text.

Yet the  book  is not without its problems. As is the  case  with pre-modern
sources, their too-often  sporadic and fragmented nature forces historians to  employ
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imaginative  strategies  in order to  extract  meaning from  them, and  Hanawalt’s
answer to  this  perennial  handicap — the interspersal of narrative reconstruction  —
is problematic. She rightly recognises that  ‘all  historians who try to create a
coherent narrative start with data  from  the  past’ (p. vii), but as if to shield the
problems of her technique, and in the midst of defending her  methodological
choice, she calls  upon  the supremacy of source-driven history. She writes, ‘the

nature of the sources and the material  they contain are the truest  guide  in
reconstructing the past as clearly and, one hopes, as faithfully to the events as
possible’ (p.  viii),  her acknowledgment of  ‘these  “postpositivist” days’ (p. vii)
notwithstanding. She may be having her methodological  cake  and eating it by
invoking the telling of stories  alongside  the upholding of empirical certainties, but

she is  quite  clear  about  the main reason for her narratives: ‘Historians  must  learn to

reach out to a broader readership among an interested public in order to keep the

discipline  alive’ (p. viii). An admirable  aspiration,  but  this  reviewer was not aware
that the discipline was  dying; quite  the reverse, since  the current  popularity of
history is at an all-time high  (exemplified  by this journal). Recognising that is, of
course, an  argument  for even  greater  accessibility of writing, but any reader might

have difficulty with  ‘Thomas  Seint John Imagined’, whose  ‘reconstructed life
rests on the accumulated sources in the chapter rather  than  on sources  that  deal

specifically with  him’, which are acknowledged to be non-existent  (pp.  51-3, 237
n.  42).

Finally, on a substantive point, Hanawalt  affinns  the  existence  of distinctive

stages of  childhood  and adolescence but denies one of the standard

historiographical  props  for  that  stance: she unequivocally states  that  there was ‘no

fully-fledged  youth  subculture' (p. 11, my emphasis), against those who have
argued for evidence of independent collective activity by young people. Unclear

about  the degree of  coherence required  for  a  subculture to exist, her argument is
largely one of assertion on this point.  ‘The  lacononic court cases of  riot  must not be
overinterpreted as having a  full-blown youth culture behind  them’, she writes:
‘Much  of the frustration  that  led to  riot  centred on  deprivation  of  adult status  rather

than a  desire to prolong or glorify youth’ (p. 125). Surely the  first  sentence denies
the validity of the second? Her  chapters  on apprenticeship and service demonstrate
that, while her sources are  excellent  for explaining many aspects of  young people’s

lives, they do not allow her to answer this  question  with certainty and she does not
pursue it,; she insists on using the anachronism  ‘adolescence’ (p. ix) as  though  the

contemporary term ‘youth’ would  confer  too great  a sense  of  common  identity

(although  she is content to use it in  some chapter  and section headings). But recent
work on the  early modern petiod shows  that  there was much room for  apprentice
and servant agency on an individual and collective basis, and it could be  that
Hanawalt has overstated her  case here. However, none  of this is to detract  from  a
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thorough, readable and scholarly book  that  is an essential addition to any social
historian’s  bookshelf  and is certain to find the  popular  audience it  seeks.

TIM MELDRUM

FIFTEENTH-CENTURY ENGLAND, 1399-1509. STUDIES  IN  POLITICS

AND  SOCIETY.  Edited by 83.  Chrimes, C.D. Ross and R.A. Griffiths. 1995.
Alan  Sutton  Publishing Ltd, Stroud, £30  (hbk); £9.99  (pbk).  ISBN 0-7509-0923-4  (paper)

' ISBN 0-7509-1198-0 (cased)

The papers  brought  together in this collection were read at the first  ‘fifteenth-
century’ conference at  Cardiff  in 1970, they were originally published in  1972  and
I am probably the only interested person of my generation who had never read
them.  They are  still  worth reading: many of  them  are ‘prefigurations’ of their
authors’ later and longer works and as such  make  convenient summaries on each of

the chosen subjects.  They also remind me of Sir William-Comwallis’ remark that

the passing of time allows everybody ‘to iudge, to ffree, to punish Kinges at theire
pleasur’ (The  Encomium  of Richard III, ed. Kincaid, p. 2).

Most  of the fifteenth-century kings of England were found wanting. A.L.

Brown, ‘The  reign of Henry IV. The establishment of the Lancastrian regime’,

analysed the problems of  Henry’s  precarious early years and the support and

criticism he received. B.P.  Wolffe, in  ‘The  personal rule of Henry VI’, here first
presented his fascinating picture of the king’s own character, his  inanity and  lack
of moral sgnse, leaving a  trail of confusion and paralysis across the country and its
government. C.D. Ross, in  ‘The  reign of Edward  IV’, was already carefully

balancing every bit of praise ever heaped on Edward  against  his inconsistency and

lack of  competence  in almost every area of kingship. (Richard III and his reign

were apparently not discussed at this first conference). 83. Chrimes, ‘The  reign of
Henry VII’, listed the  aspects  of Henry's reign  that  need(ed) studying and
discussed some of them, but  hardly pronounced  judgment  himself: ‘My tentative
impression is  that  he was probably less successful as king but more  human  as a

man  than  is usually supposed’.  T.B.  Pugh, ‘The  magnates, knights and  gentry’,
foreshadowed the  vast  body of research  that  he and others were to do on the
shifting groups of  those  just below the king, their power and influence in various
reigns and geographical  areas; this  survey contains an amazing amount of detail.

R.L. Storey defined the problems of  ‘The  north of England’, highlighting the roles
of the Nevilles and the  Percies; he, too, provided an overview  that  is still useful
and the same can be said of the last paper, R.A. Griffiths’ ‘Wales and the
Marches’.

The book is unpretentiously but attractively produced and pleasantly priced.
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All the articles  breathe a  certain simplicity, in the  best sense  of the word. No doubt

this was partly the  authors’ intention as they may have assumed they were to
supply a  ‘State  of the  Union’, more than twenty-five years  ago.  The reason is also
that  since then we have all followed the  example  of these pioneers, chosen ouf
comer of the field and started excavating it even more seriously, with spades as

well as teaspoons. ‘

LIVIA VISSER-FUCHS

Notes  on  Contributors

Maureen Jurkowski  is employed as  a research  assistant on the E 179 project in
the Public Record Office, and has published on Lollardy and gentry.

Carol  M.  Meale.  Reader in Medieval Studies at  Bristol  University. She is

editor of  Readings  in  Medieval English Romance  (Cambridge 1994), and

Women  and  Literature  in  Britain  1150-1500  (2nd  ed. Cambridge 1996).

Tim  Meldrum  lectures in  early modern history at Nene  College,

Northampton, and recently received his  doctorate  from the University of

London  for  a  thesis on domestic service in London, 1660-1750.

Gordon Smith,  medical librarian, member since 1993. Publications include

The  Evan  Bedford  Library of Cardiology (Royal  College of Physicians.  1977),

and ‘Alfano and  Turandot’ (Opera  1973).

Livia Visser-Fuchs  is working on the literary background and propaganda of
Anglo-Burgundian relations of the Yorkist period.

Jennifer Ward.  Senior Lecturer in  History at  Goldsmiths’ College,
University of London. Author' of  English Noblewomen  in the  Later  Middle Ages,
Longman 1992.
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Instructions  to  Contributors to the Ricardian

Contributions are welcomed on any subject relevant to the  aims  of the Society.

These  may be illustrated by photographs (glossy prints showing good contrast) or

by line drawings. All contributions, including letters, must  be typewritten, with
double spacing and adequate margins, on one side of the paper only. Permission

must  be obtained for the use of copyright material, but this is not usually necessary
for short quotes. References and  footnotes must  be given in one sequence at  the-
end of the  article.  Details need not be given in  full  for second and subsequent
references to the  same  source.  They must take  the form of the following

examples:R. Horrox and P. W.  Hammond eds., British  Library Manuscript  433, 4
vols., Upminster and London  1979-83, vol. 1, pp.  45-46.
Daniel Williams, ‘The  hastily drawn up will of William  Catesby Esquire, 25
August 1485’, Leicestershire Archaeological  and  Historical Society Transactions,
vol.  51 (1975—6), p. 48.
Anyone interested in  taking display advertisement space  — full, half or quarter  page
-  or in placing an insert should contact the Editor. (Classified advertisements

should be sent to the Editor of the Bulletin).

Contributions for the March  1997  Ricardian must reach  Miss  Anne  Sutton, 17 Enfield

Cloisters, Fanshaw Street, London N1 6LD, by 31 January. Articles  should  be sent
well in advance. Further advice on presentation may be obtained from the editor.

Back Copies  Of The  Ricardian
Limited numbers of  some  back copies of the  Ricardian  are available for purchase  from
Mrs P.  Ruffle, 11 De  Lucy Avenue, Alresford, Winchester, Hants., 8024  9EU.
Telephone: 01962  732692. A list of the copies  available  can be requested.

Charges (including postage  in the UK) are £1 per  copy for numbers  83-84  and
£1.50 for no. 98 onwards. Would overseas members please add an  extra  10 per

cent for surface mail or 75 per  cent  per  copy for air mail.  Remittance  to be
made payable to the Richard III Society.

Ricardian Indexes
Comprehensive author and subject indexes to articles, notes and reviews in all
issues of The  Ricardian.
1979-1984, volume  V  and VI £1
1985—1987, volume VII £1.25
1988—1990, volume VIII £1.75
1991-1993, volume  IX £2
Prices include  postage  and  packing. Cheques payable  to the Richard 111 Society.
From:  Sales  Office, PO Box  247, Haywards Heath, West  Sussex RH17  5FF.
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RICHARD III AND  YORKIST  HISTORY TRUST

The Politics of Fifteenth-Century
England: John Vale’s Book

Margaret L.  Kekewich
Colin  Richmond, Anne  F. Sutton, Livia Visser-Fuchs,  John  L. Watts

An edition/calendar of BL,  Add.  Ms. 48031A,  a  memoranda book  produced  in the  household  of Sir

Thomas Cook.  mayor of London 1462-63.'by his man-of-affairs, John  Vale.  Contains copigs  (often
unique) of  broadsides.  private and public  letters  and literary and political  texts  c. 1420 to  1483.
Introductory essays  relate  the  documents  to  their  background: the evolution of Richard,  Duke  of  York's
political aims;.the  first  reign of Edward IV; the dedication and dating of the  Governance  and the  particular
significance of  this  copy; the failure of  Edward's second  reign as  exemplified  by the collapse of the
French alliance.  The  provenance  and  purpose  of the  book  are  assessed  by studying the  careers  of the
collectors of the  documents:  Thomas  Cook  (died 1478), his family, notably his son-in-law, John  Forster;
John Vale, his Bury St  Edmunds  background, his copy of Lydgate’s  Serpent  of Division  and his
association with  John  Multon.  slationer  of  London.

289 pages;  illustrated. l

Special price  to members of the Richard III  Society,  £28,  from  PO Box  247,  Haywards  Heath,  West
Sussex.  RH17  5F.  10% to be added for  overseas surface  mail.  Cheques  to be in sterling only and payable
to Richard III  Society.

To  non-members £40. from  Sutton Publishing Ltd.,  Phoenix  Mill.  Far  Thrupp. Stroud. Gloucester.  GL5

ZBU. Cheques  to be in sterling only and payable to Alan Sutton Publishing Limited.

RICHARD III AND YORKIST HISTORY TRUST
The Crowland Chronicle

Continuations 1459-1486
edited  by Nicholas Pronay and  John  Cox

This book contains the two continuations of the  Chronicle  of  Crowland covering the years
1459 to  1486.  These are  major sources  for the  reigns  of  Edward  IV and  Richard  III and
include information  found  nowhere else.  Most of the material was written by an  intelligent
and  well  educated man who was an eye  witness  of some of the  events  he  describes.

The  Latin  tt  with  an  English translation  is  given.  The  vluable introduction discusses  all
aspects of the  chronicles including the  fascinating problem  of the identity of the  author.

Published  1986, 207  pages.

Special price to Members of the  Richard  III  Society, £16.50, including p&p.,  from,
The Sales Office, PO. Box 247, Haywards Heath, W.  Sussex  RH17  SFF.  Cheques to be
made  payable to  Richard  III Society.

Price  to Non-Members, £30  including post and packing,  from  Sutton Publishing Ltd.,
Phoenix  Mill,  Far Thrupp, Stroud,  Glos.  GL5  2BU.  Cheques to be payable to  Alan
Sutton  Publishing Limited.


